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SUMMARY

The book covers the issue of ancient Armenian mystery play.
The research is based on medieval sources, linguistic data and pieces
of folklore. There appear to be two types of evidence to suggest the
occurrence of drama and theatre in Armenian History. The first one
is the ancient Greek word theatron, the Armenian equivalent of which
is d‘eﬁned as mythical feast /or ritual myth/, and the second indication
dgnves from the ancient version of the classical “in — chains” myth
with reference to Mithraism and the three mystery names of the
ceqtral personage, i.e. Artavazd, Shidar and Mher. The historical and
phx]glogical insight makes us believe that it is the notions of time and
destiny with reference to Oraculorum Sybyllinorum as well as
choral and ritual folklore that lies in the basis of the development of
drama. This might be associated with Mesopotamic solar calendar
and'thc.: Armenian pagan holiday of Navasard (relating both to the
begmnmg and the end of the year) which used to symbolize Time
Expe_ctatlon, Hope and Anxiety. The central personage of the myster)"
play is the man who stands out facing the destiny, who is said to be
the ever-present captive in chains with the black and white hounds
leaklng the joint day and night. There goes the old pagan drama in
Armemaj which can be found in most various records of medieval
manuscripts dating to the early compilations of the 5" century and
the famous “Hajsmavourq”™ (Zvvaéaplov, 13-15% centuries) regar-
ded as holy calendar of the time.

. The ancient Armenian mystery play displays thematic associations
with * the myth of perpetual recurrence” symbolizing the universal
cycl?, and an interrelation with the Prometheus themc; as well as the
Iran.lan and Caucasian versions of the mythologem of “the captive in
chains”. None of the versions mentioned, except for the Greek one
has ever been r-eferred to as ritually and dramatically modified. The
Armenian version is distinguished by its close relation to the sidereal
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year ( the time in which the earth completes one revolution in its orbit
around the sun measured with respect to the fixed stars) and is defined
as prophecy drama, called Shidar, a name carrying the meaning of
joint . The resumption of the tale, with reference to several passages
from “Armenian History” narrated by Movses Khorenatsy (5
century) , suggests coherence with Saxo Grammaticus’s “Gesta
Danorum” (13" century), a partly mythical history of the Danes,
which contains the legend of Hamlet, the literary interpretation of
which appears to be Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” in which certain mystical
inferences can be observed. Thus for instance, “The time is out of
joint.”(Act I, Scene V); “When we have shuffled off this mortal
coil . (Act 111, Scene I). The mystery background of these words
takes us too far. “I am an inmate of my own flesh” (an ancient
Babylonian poem): here is the thesis which serves as universal
background for all types of dramatic state. The thematic mode is
common for all cultures, but the ritual itself, representing the act of
mystery (** the joint of time”) relates to early medieval literary sources
of Armenian origin and appears to be closely tied to ancient Armenian
beliefs. The captured power appears to be a restrained energy, a sort
of anticipated release, a Messiah in the final chapter of “Sasna Crer”
(“Cranks of Sassoon”), the Armenian heroic epic. The hero, chain-
bound at the rock, is named Mher which is the analogue of Mithra,
the ancient Per god of light. He stares at “the wheel of destiny, which
symbolizes the galaxy circle, i.e. the horoscope originated in Western
Asian culture. Supposedly, this happens to be the birthplace of the
mystical and ritual drama.

The logic behind the object of investigation is closely related to
the issue of the origin of drama which has long been covered in
literature basically relying on two theories parallel to each other .
Those were the so-called “solar” and “vegetative” theories. T he
current study is bound to develop “the solar theory” , according to
which the key symbol tends to be the ancient Attic place resembling
a circle /orchestra/ together with the twelve choral dancers dancing
around the circle, thus representing the symbolic image of the twelve
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signs of zodiac (Sir Edmund Kerchever Chambers, August Mahr).
The very fact of the occurrence of the ancient Armenian choral drama
and the idea of ritual myth being a sidercal mystery with Shidar
masque in the center of the play remained unknown to English and
American scholars, while it definitely represents the time-and-space
model of the ancient oriental rituals. The present study tends to
accomplish “the solar theory” of the origin of drama. It comes to
prove that the semicircle of the ancient Greek orchestra is the
implication of an ever-lasting evolution, a sort of transformation of
the Assyrian-Babylonian gnomon into a ritual dance circle, the origin
of which goes deep into the Western Asian / including Armenian/
gnomon culture. /

The Appendix of the book presents the reason for the usage of
the word theatron for ancient Armenian mystery play in medieval
texts. It is evidence of Hellenistic origin dating to third tosecond
centuries B.C. and a sign of the ritual becoming formally accepted,
the latter actually taken place during the reign of King Vagharsh the
First, in 117 A.D. The ritual was declaredforbidden by St. Gregory,
the first Armenian Catholicus, in the year 301, and it was immediat¢ly
replaced by another holiday named after Hovhannes Mkrtich /John
the Baptist/, the Christian prophet.

PE3IOME

B npejyiaraeMom HCCJIe/IOBaHKH, HA OCHOBE CPe/IHeBeKOBbIX
MCTOYHHKOB H (DOJILKJIOPHOTO MaTepHaJia, paccMarpHBaeTcs BOI-
poc 0 JpeBHeilllell apMSHCKOM MHCTepuanbHoi apamel. Ectb
/1Ba OCHOBAHHMS YCMOTPETb IpaMy W TeaTp B Helpax apMAHCKOH
uctopuu. [lepBoe U3 HUX — CJIOBO “MIAMPOH”, 3aHMCTBOBAHHO®
W3 JIPeBHErpeyeckoro, 1 ero apMAHCKUH SKBUBAJICHT “apacnai
mon” (puryanbubiii Mud). Bropoe cBsisaHo ¢ ApeBHEHLIHM Ba-
PHAHTOM MEX/yHaPOJAHOro MH(pa O NPUKOBAHHOM CBSI3aHHBIH C
MHMTPaH3MOM, @ TaKXKe ¢ TPeMsi MHCTepHaIbHBIMH HMEHAMH IJiaB-
Horo nepconaxa: Aprasasy, Ulunap u Mrep. Mcroprko-uioio-
rHUeCKHe Pa3biCKAHHS J0KA3bIBAIOT, YTO OTMPABHOKM TOYKOH
JlpaMaTHYeCcKoro JeHCTBUsS BBICTYNAeT Wes BpeMeHH (xponoc)
u cyap6bl, cornacHo “Kuure CHBHJUI" BaBHIIOHSH (Oraculorum
Sibyllinorum), v 06psi10BO-X0POBOMY (OJILKJIOPY MNepejiHeasi-
CKHMX HapoJIoB. DTO COOTHOCHJIOCH C COJIHEYHBIM KaJjleH/JapeMm
Mexypeubst ¥ ¢ ipeBHeapMsHCKUM npasaHecTsoM «Hasacapiy,
3HAMEHYIOUIMM HayaJo W KOHell roja W CHMBOJIH3HPYIOUHUM
WIEI0 BpeMeHH, OXKHIAHUs, HalleX/bl U Tpesoru. LleHTpaibHbId
MepCOHaX MUCTEPHH — YeJIOBEK, MPOTHBOCTOSILKMH Cylble Kak
BEUHBIM y3HHK, YbH JK€Je3Hble OKOBbl JIHXYT AeHb W HOYb,
aJIeropMyecKy BHICTYTIAIOLIME B BHJe YePHOro M 0eJsoro fcos.
1o apesHediuas si3blyeckas apama B ApMeHHH, KoTopas B
pPa3sHBIX KOHTEKCTAX YINOMHHAeTCs B CPEeJHEBEKOBOW JIMTepa-
Type, HayWHasi OT MCTOYHHKOB 5 BeKa W KOH4Yas COOPHMKOM
13-1588. nox Haspanuem “Cunakcapuit” (“Yerbu-muten”), Bbl-
MOJIHABLIAM (YHKUMH KaJleHaaps.

JlpeBHeiiuasi apMsiHCKasi MUCTepHaJIbHast ipamMa UMeeT TemMa-
THYECKYIO OGILHOCTb ¢ “MH(OM 0 BEYHOM BO3BPAILEHHH " - CHM-
BOJIM3aLMel KOCMMYECKOro LuKsa. bBosiee ouesuiaHa cBs3b C
MpOMeTeeBOH TeMAaTHKOM, a TaKxkKe ¢ MPAaHCKOW M KaBKAa3CKHMH
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(a6xa3ckoi, HApT-OCETHHCKOM, IPY3HHCKOM) BEPCHSIMH MH(OJIO-
remMa o npukoBaHHOM. OJIHAKO HU OJIHA M3 3THUX BEPCHH, Kpome
rpedyecKoi, He MOJIyYH/Ia PUTYasIbHO-IPAMaTHUeCKOro BOMJOLLLe-
Husi. Cpeln HUX apMsiHCKasi BepCHsl BbIAEJSeTCs Kak JApama-
POPOYECTBO, CBSI3aHHAs ¢ CHAEPUYECKUM rojoM (IosiHbIM Bpa-
LeHHeM HeGeCHBIX CBeTHJ), M, camoe raBHoe, umeneM [lunap
C ero AByMsi 3HauYeHHAMH: npokasTHe W uenwu (joint). PekoHcT-
PYKLHS CIOXKeTa W3 PasHbIX OTPbIBKOB NepBoH yacTH “HcTopuu
Apmenuu” Mosceca Xopenauu (5 BeK) THIIOJOrHYECKH BOCXO-
mut K “Care 06 Amnenyce” CakcoHa ['pammarrka, XymoXKecT-
BEHHBIM MepeocMblcjieHneM Kotoporo aBJasercs “[amier” [Llekc-
MUpa, ¢ sIBHBIMK MHUCTHUYeCKHMH Hamekamu: “The time is out of
joint” (akr 1, cuena 5), “When we have shuifled off this mor-
tal coil” (akr 3, cuena 1). MucrepranbHasi OCHOBA 3THX CTPOK
oueBMAHA. “§l 3aK/JOUYeH B TeMHHIy cOOCTBEHHOro Teja” —
FOBOPUTCS B JIPeBHEBABHJIOHCKOHW 1103Me. DTa MbICJIb SIBJISIETCS
YHHBEpPCaJbHOH OCHOBOH BCeX JpaMaTHYeCKHUX COCTOsSIHUH. Te-
MaTHYeCKHH MOLYC — MeXXIYHAapoJHbIH, OJHAKO CaM pHUTyaJ
YKpemJeHHsi “y3ja BpeMeHH” H3BeCTeH W3 apMsSHCKHX paHHe-
CpeJIHeBEKOBBIX JIUTEPATYPHBIX HCTOUHUKOB M BOCXOHT K JPEB-
HeHIIUM KOCMOJIOTMYECKHM TpeCTaBJIeHUsIM. 3aKJIOUYeHHbIH B
OKOBbl TMI'aHT B IOCJEeHEH YacTH apMsiHCKOro anoca “CacHa
Lpep” (“CacyHckure GesyMmipl”) BBICTYNaeT Kak clepXKaHHas
CuJia, OXHjlaeMoe cnaceHue, kak Meccusi. 3aMKHYTHIH B cKajie
Mrep siBnsiercst napasiesiblo MUTPBI U CMOTPUT Ha “KoJeco
CyMbObI" — KOJIbLO CO3BE3/IMH, OTPAXKEHHOE B NEPEHEa3HHCKOM
ropockorne. VIMeHHO 31ecb M yCMaTpHBaeTCsi MHCTepHaJibHast
OCHOBA BO3HMKHOBEHHSI JPaMbl.

Jloruka nayuaemoro marepuasa npubJIMKaeT HaC K BOIPOCY
BO3HMKHOBEHHsl [PaMbl, KOTOPBIH B JIHTepaType pas3BHICS B
ABe napaJjiesbHble TEOPHH: “cojisipHylo” U “BereTaTHBHYI0 . B
npejJiaraeMom TpyJie pa3BUTa “coJsipHasi” TeopHsl, POCTPaHCT-
BEHHO-BDEMEHHBIM MOJYCOM KOTOPOM SIBJISIeTCSl JpEeBHEeaTTH-
yeckass opxecTpa, ¢ ABEHAAUATbI0O XOPEBTHCAMH, YCJIOBHO
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BOIJIOIIAIOMMMK ABeHaauath co3sesmuit (9. Uembepc, A.
Mapp). AHIJI0-aMepHKAHCKHM HMCCJIE/I0BaTeNsM, OIHaKo, Oblia
HeH3BeCTHa J(peBHeapMsIHCKasi XOPOBOAHas Jpama (“epke yyoy,
6 napyy”’) NpOCTPaHCTBEHHO-BPEMEHHbIH MOLYC JPEBHEHILINX
BOCTOUHBIX PHTYasoB. Bbll HE3HAKOM TaKxKe PHUTYyaJbHbIA MU
(“apacnaa mox”) Kax cujepuyecKas MHCTEPHS C ee MIaBHbIM
feiicTByIOIMM JuuoM B Macke [luaapa. [lanHoe nccclieloBaHHe
BOCIIOJIHSIET “COISIPHYI0” TEOPHIO BO3HMKHOBEHHs Apambl. Jloka-
3bIBAETCS, YTO MOJYKPYT ApeBHErpevyeckor OpXecTpbl — pesyib-
TaT JUIMTEJBbHON 3BOJIIOLMH: TpaHCc(OpMALHs aCCHPO-BaBUIIOH-
CKMX COJIHEYHbIX 4acoB (FHOMOH) B PUTYaJIbHO-MIPOBYIO apeHy,
B OCHOBE KOTOPOH JIEXKHT COJIHEUHbIH KaJleH1aphb NepeiHeasni-
CKHX Hapo/0B, B UX YHCJIE U apMSsiH.

B npusioKeHWH K JaHHOMY TPYyAy Mpejuiaraercs OTBeT Ha
BOIPOC O TOM, MOYeMY B CPe/HEBEKOBbIX TEKCTAX JpeBHEApMSH-
CKasi MHCTepHasbHas paMa HMEeHOBaIach “T9aTpoH”. ITO ciel
3JUIMHU3Ma, OCTaBIIMiCS ewie ¢ 3-2 BB., U BEpHbIH MpPH3HAK
NpWiaHusi putyany oduimanbHoro craryca B 117 roay Hallen
spel, npu uape Banapuwe . Putyan Obur 3amperieH B 301r.
NnepBbLIM NMaTPUAPXOM apMSHCKOH LepkBH CB. I'puropuem u Gbi
3aMeHeH MpasJHMKOM XpHcTHatckoro npopoka Moawna [lpen-
Teuu.
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